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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank Chairman ROYCE and
Ranking Member ENGEL. Also, I want
to thank the cosponsors of this legisla-
tion—as mentioned earlier, it is an
equal number of Republicans and
Democrats—but especially BRAD SHER-
MAN and WILLIAM KEATING on the mi-
nority side.

Mr. Speaker, in 2015, the Director of
National Intelligence, James Clapper,
said that 180 Americans have tried to
go fight in Syria, either for ISIS, Al
Nusra, or some other Islamic extremist
group. There may be more; we don’t
know.

Americans citizens fighting for ISIS
in Syria and Iraq are real, dangerous
threats to the United States. These in-
dividuals are receiving training that
makes them capable of sophisticated
terrorist attacks, and they put them-
selves under the command and control
of leaders in foreign places and leaders
who want to attack the United States.

This is not unique to the United
States. As the chairman has mentioned
earlier, the West—European coun-
tries—have this as a tremendous prob-
lem where their citizens go and fight in
Syria; they are trained, and they come
back and cause havoc in these coun-
tries in the West.

It is not a hypothetical threat in the
U.S., either. Moner Mohammad
Abusalha was the first American to
carry out a suicide bomb attack in
Syria. Before he did so, he returned
home to Florida as a fully trained ter-
rorist. Our government had absolutely
no idea. He was also a card-carrying
member of al Qaeda, aligned to the Al
Nusra front. Fortunately, he did not
carry out an attack on the United
States, but he could have.

Last September, ISIS announced a
shift in strategy. Instead of using
Americans to win in Syria, it called
upon Americans to attack the United
States after being trained in Syria. In
an audiotape, one of their leaders was
heard saying: ‘“Rig the roads with ex-
plosives for them. Attack their bases.
Raid their homes. Cut off their heads.”

He is talking about Americans kill-
ing Americans who have been
radicalized by ISIS.

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, a 23-
year-old Somali American man from
Columbus was indicted on charges of
supporting terrorists. He was trained
in Syria and told by a cleric to go back
to the United States and carry out an
attack. That is the first time we have
caught someone who was specifically
told to go back home and attack the
United States.

These traitors who have turned
against America and joined the ranks
of foreign radical terrorist armies
should not be allowed to come back in
to the United States, unless it is in
handcuffs.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 237, the Foreign
Terrorist Organization Passport Rev-
ocation Act, is a critical bill at a crit-
ical time. This bipartisan bill grants
the Secretary of State the authority to
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revoke or deny U.S. passports of indi-
viduals who support designated foreign
terrorist organizations.

Mr. Speaker, the Supreme Court has
ruled in Haig v. Agee that the Sec-
retary of State has the authority to re-
voke a passport when the national se-
curity of the United States is threat-
ened. We are not talking about citizen-
ship; we are talking about revocation
of a passport. This bill does not deal
with the issue of citizenship.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, there is a due
process available for those who wish to
challenge the Secretary of State’s deci-
sion. Under existing regulations, a per-
son is entitled to a hearing within 60
days of receiving notice that that pass-
port is being revoked.

Foreign fighters are flowing into Iraq
and Syria by the thousands. Some of
them are Americans. We must stop
these outlaws from coming back to the
United States and committing crimes
against us.

And that is just the way it is.

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

ISIS is absolutely a barbaric regime
that cannot be negotiated with and
must be defeated. They literally want
to return civilization back centuries
and centuries.

It is hard for me and I think it is
hard for almost any American to imag-
ine what could possibly be going
through the mind of a U.S. citizen who
would be attracted to go over there and
make common cause with ISIS.

Mr. Speaker, as the son of an immi-
grant who knows the sacrifices his fa-
ther and grandparents made to come to
this country, the fact that someone
would actually jeopardize the most val-
uable thing they have, their American
citizenship and their U.S. passport, to
join ISIS is completely unfathomable.

We absolutely have to give our Sec-
retary of State this authority. ISIS
sadly presents a real threat both
abroad and at home. This is a common-
sense measure that we can take, and
we must absolutely take it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I will just quote the Bureau of Coun-
terterrorism, Mr. Speaker. They say
that the rate of foreign terrorist fight-
er travel to Syria exceeded the rate of
foreign terrorist fighters that travel to
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Yemen, or
Somalia at any point in the last 20
years.

Individuals drawn to the conflict
were diverse in their socioeconomic
and geographic backgrounds, high-
lighting the need for comprehensive
countermessaging and early engage-
ment to dissuade vulnerable individ-
uals from traveling to join the conflict.

The bill before us today, Mr. Speak-
er, H.R. 237, is a necessary addition to
our national defense. It creates an im-
portant deterrent, and it reduces the
ability of terrorists to travel.
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I, again, thank the subcommittee
chairman, Mr. POE, and the ranking
member, Mr. KEATING of Massachu-
setts, and the bipartisan cosponsors of
the bill before us today.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for support of the
measure, and I yield back balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 237, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

——————

REPORT ON H.R. 3128, DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN from the
Committee on Appropriations, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
114-215) on the bill (H.R. 3128) making
appropriations for the Department of
Homeland Security for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the Union Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1557, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 2256, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

——————

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE
ANTIDISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
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